WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . A method for operating a system for preparing letters and parcels for shipment, 
the system having a database having data, targeted information and delivery charges 
stored therein, the method comprising steps for: 

(a) identifying recipient data associated with a letter or parcel; 

(b) determining if there is a match between the recipient data and the data in 
the database; 

(c) when a match is determined, applying targeted information to the one of 
the letters and parcels; and 

(d) updating the database to reflect the results of step (c). 

2. The method as recited in claim 1, wherein said database further comprises non- 
targeted information, and wherein the method further comprises: 

(e) when no match is determined, applying non-targeted information to the 
one of the letters and parcels. 

3. The method as recited in claim 1, wherein said step (c) comprises applying 
targeted information to the one of the letters and parcels by printing the targeted 
information. 

4. The method as recited in claim 1, wherein step (c) comprises applying the 
targeted information to the one of the letters and parcels by attaching a label or removable 
coupon. 



^\ (f) calculating a specific delivery charge based on said recipient data, 
recording said specific delivery charg 5 associated with the one of the letters and parcels 
and applying the delivery charge to the one of the letters and parcels. 

6. A method for operating a system for preparing letters and parcels for shipment, 
the system having a database having data, targeted information and delivery charges 
stored therein, the method comprising steps for: 

(a) identifying sender data associated with a letter or parcel; 

(b) determining if there is a match between the sender data and the data in the 
database; 




The method as recited in ch im 1, further comprising: 
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(c) when a match is detemiined, applying targeted information to the one of 
the letters and parcels; and 

(d) updating the database to reflect the results of step (c). 

7. The method as recited in claim 6, wherein said database further comprises non- 
targeted information, and wherein the method further comprises: 

(e) when no match is determined, applying non-targeted information to the 
one of the letters and parcels, 

8. The method as recited in claim 6, wherein said step (c) comprises applying 
targeted information to the one of the letters and parcels by printing the targeted 
information. 

9. The method as recited in claim 6, wherein step (c) comprises applying the 
targeted information to the one of the letters and parcels by attaching a label or removable 
coupon. 

10. /rhe method as recited in claim 6, further comprising: 

(0 calculating a specific delivery charge based on said sender data, recording 
specific delivery charge assoc iated with the one of the letters and parcels and 
applying the delivery charge to the o le of the letters and parcels. 

11. A method for operating a system for preparing letters and parcels for 
shipment, the system having a database having data, targeted information and delivery 
charges stored therein, the method comprising steps for: 

(a) identifying sender data and recipient data associated with one of the letters 
and parcels; 

(b) determining if there is a match between at least one of the sender data and 
the data in the database and the recipient data and the data in the database; 

(c) when a match is determined, applying targeted information to the one of 
the letters and parcels; and 

(d) updating the database to reflect the results of step (c). 

12. The method as recited in claim 11, wherein said database further comprises 
non-targeted information, and wherein the method further comprises: 

(e) when no match is determined, applying non-targeted information to the 
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one of the letters and parcels. 

13. The method as recited in claim 11, wherein said step (c) comprises applying 
targeted information to the one of the letters and parcels by printing the targeted 
information. 

5 14, The method as recited in claim 11, wherein step (c) comprises applying the 

targeted information to the one of the letters and parcels by attaching a label or removable 
coupon. 

I y 15/ The method as recited in els im 1 1 , further comprising: 
^it^J^^ (h calculating a specific delivery charge based on said sender data and said 
10 recipient data, recording said specific de livery charge associated with the one of the letters 

and parcels and applying the postage. 
:.g 16. A system for generating labels for letters and parcels prior to shipment, the 

Tj system having a database having data, targeted information and delivery charges stored 

therein, the system comprising: 
\a\5 first means for identifying recipient data associated with one of the letter and 

parcels; 

second means for determining if there is a match between the recipient data and 
Q the data in the database; 

third means for generating a targeted label including targeted information for the 
one of the letters and parcels when a match is determined; 

fourth means, operatively connecting said third means to the database, for 
updating the database following operation of said third means; and 

fifth means for calculating a specific delivery charge based on said recipient data, 
recording said specific delivery charge associated with the one of the letters and parcels in 
25 the database and applying the delivery charge to the one of the letters and parcels. 

17. The system as recited in claim 16, wherein said database further comprises 
non-targeted information, and wherein the system further comprises: 

sixth means for generating a label including non-targeted information for the one 
of the letters and parcels when no match is determined. 
30 18. A method for operating a system generating labels for letters and parcels prior 
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to shipment, the system having a database having data, targeted infomiation and deUvery 
charges stored therein, the method comprising steps for: 

(a) identifying sender data associated with one of the letters and parcels; 

(b) determining if there is a match between the sender data and the data in the 
database; 

(c) when a match is determined, generating a label including targeted 
information for the one of the letters and parcels; 

(d) updating the database to reflect the results of step (c); and 

(e) calculating a specific delivery charge based on said sender data, recording 
said specific delivery charge associated with the one of the letters and parcels and 
applying the delivery charge to the one of the letters and parcels. 

19. The method as recited in claim 18, wherein said database flirther comprises 
non-targeted information, and wherein the method further comprises: 

(f) when no match is determined, generating a label including non-targeted 
information for the one of the letters and parcels. 

20. A method for operating a system generating labels for letters and parcels prior 
to shipment, the system having a database having data, targeted information and delivery 
charges stored therein, the method comprising steps for: 

(a) identifying recipient data associated with one of the letters and parcels; 

(b) determining if there is a match between the recipient data and the data in 
the database; 

(c) when a match is determined, generating a label including targeted 
information for the one of the letters and parcels; 

(d) updating the database to reflect the results of step (c); and 

(e) calculating a specific delivery charge based on said recipient data, 
recording said specific delivery charge associated with the one of the letters and parcels 
and applying the delivery charge to the one of the letters and parcels. 

21. The method as recited in claim 20, wherein said database further comprises 
non-targeted information, and wherein the method further comprises: 

(f) when no match is determined, generating a label including non-targeted 
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information for the one of the letters and parcels. 

22. A system for generating labels for letters and parcels prior to shipment, the 
system having a database having data, targeted information and delivery charges stored 
therein, the system comprising: 

first means for identifying sender data associated with one of the letters and 

parcels; 

second means for determining if there is a match between the sender data and the 
data in the database; 

third means for generating a label including targeted information for the one of the 
letters and parcels when a match is determined; 

fourth means, operatively connecting said third means to the database, for 
updating the database following operation of said third means; and 

fifth means for calculating a specific delivery charge based on said sender data 
associated with the one of the letters and parcels and recording said specific delivery 
charge in the database and applying the delivery charge to the one of the letters^ and 
parcels, 

23. The system as recited in claim 22, wherein said database fiarther comprises 
non-targeted information, and wherein the system further comprises: 

sixth means for generating a label including non-targeted information for the one 
of the letters and parcels when no match is determined. 

24. A system for generating labels for letters and parcels prior to shipment, the 
system having a database having data, targeted information and delivery charges stored 
therein, the system comprising: 

first means for identifying sender data and/or recipient data associated with one of 
the letters and parcels; 

second means for determining if there is a match between the sender data and/or 
recipient data and the data in the database; 

third means for generating a label including targeted information for the one of the 
letters and parcels when a match is determined; 

fourth means, operatively connecting said third means to the database, for 
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updating the database following operation of said third means; and 

fifth means for calculating a specific delivery charge based on said sender data 
and/or recipient data associated with the one of the letters and parcels and recording said 
specific delivery charge in the database and applying the delivery charge to the one of the 
letters and parcels. 

25. The system as recited in claim 24, wherein said database further comprises 
non-targeted information, and wherein the system further comprises: 

sixth means for generating a label including non-targeted information for the one 
of the letters and parcels when no match is determined. 

26. A process for handling mail comprising the steps of: 

(a) providing a database having data and targeted information therein; 

(b) identifying sender data associated with a piece of mail; 

(c) comparing the sender data with the data in the database to determine if 
there is a match; 

(d) if there is a match, applying targeted information to the piece of mail; and 

(e) updating the database to reflect the results of step (c). 

27. The process according to claim 26, wherein said database further comprises 
non-targeted information, and wherein the process further comprises, after step (c), if 
there is no match, the step of applying non-targeted information to the piece of mail. 

28. The process according to claim 27, wherein said database further comprises 
non-application data of senders on whose mail information is not to be applied, and 
wherein said step (d) is skipped, when there is a match with non-application data. 

29. The process according to claim 26, further comprising the step, after said step 
(b) of calculating postage based on said sender data and applying postage data to said 
piece of mail. 

30. A process for handling mail comprising the steps of: 

(a) providing a database having data and targeted information therein; 

(b) identifying recipient data associated with a piece of mail; 

(c) comparing the recipient data with the data in the database to determine if 
there is a match; 
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(d) if there is a match, applying targeted information to the piece of mail; and 

(e) updating the database to reflect the results of step (c). 

31. The process according to claim 30, wherein said database further comprises 
non-targeted information, and wherein the process further comprises, after step (c), if 
there is no match, the step of applying non-targeted information to the piece of mail. 

32. The process according to claim 31, wherein said database further comprises 
non-application data of recipients on whose mail information is not to be applied, and 
wherein said step (d) is skipped, when there is a match with non-application data. 

33. The process according to claim 30, further comprising the step of reading 
sender data from the piece of mail, and wherein step (c) further comprises comparing 
sender data with data in the database to determine whether there is a match. 

34. The process according to claim 33, wherein said database further comprises 
non-application data of senders and/or recipients on whose mail information is not to be 
applied, and wherein said step (d) is skipped, when there is a match with non-application 
data. 

35. The process according to claim 30, further comprising the step, afler said step 
(b) of calculating postage based on said recipient data and applying postage data to said 
piece of mail. 

36. The process according to claim 33, wherein said database further comprises 
non-application data of senders on whose mail information is not to be applied, and 
wherein said step (d) is skipped, when there is a match with non-application data. 

37. The process according to claim 30, wherein step (d) comprises printing 
targeted information on said piece of mail. 

38. The process according to claim 30, wherein step (d) comprises attaching a 
removable coupon to said piece of mail. 

39. The process according to claim 33, further comprising the step, after said step 
(b) of calculating postage based on said recipient and/or sender data and applying postage 
data to said piece of mail. 

40. A postage handling system, comprising: 

an identifying device, for identifying recipient data from a piece of mail; 
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a memory device containing a database, operationally connected to said processor, 
wherein said database contains data and targeted information; 

a processor for processing data, operationally connected to the identifying device 
and the memory device; and 

an applicator device for applying targeted information to the piece of mail upon 
instructions from the processor; 

wherein the processor is programmed to compare recipient data identified from 
the piece of mail with data in the database, to instruct the applicator device to apply 
targeted information to the piece of mail when the recipient data matches the data in the 
data base, and to update the data in the database with a result of the comparison of 
recipient data with data in the database. 

41. The system according to claim 40, wherein said database fiirther comprises 
non-targeted information, and said processor is further programmed to apply non-targeted 
information to the piece of mail when there is no match between the recipient data and the 
data in the database. 

42. The system according to claim 41, wherein said data base fiirther comprises 
non-application data of recipients on whose mail information is not to be applied, and 
wherein said processor is programmed not to instmct said applicator device to apply 
targeted information to said piece of mail when there is a match between recipient data 
and non-application data. 

43. The system according to claim 40, wherein said processor is fiorther 
programmed to calculate postage based on said recipient data, and to instruct said 
applicator device to apply a postage indication to said piece of mail. 

44. The system according to claim 40, wherein said identifying device further 
identifies sender data from said piece of mail, and said processor is further programmed to 
compare sender data with data in the database, and to instruct the applicator device to 
apply targeted information to the piece of mail when the sender data matches the data in 
the data base, and to update the data in the database with a result of the comparison of 
sender data with data in the database. 

45. The system according to claim 44, wherein said data base further comprises 
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non-application data of recipients on whose mail information is not to be applied, and 
wherein said processor is programmed not to instruct said applicator device to apply 
targeted information to said piece of mail when there is a match between recipient data 
and non-application data. 

46. The system according to claim 40, wherein said applicator device is a printer. 

47. The system according to claim 40, wherein said applicator device is a device 
for attaching a removable label. 

48. The system according to claim 44, wherein said processor is further 
programmed to calculate postage based on said recipient data and/or sender data, and to 
instruct said applicator device to apply a postage indication to said piece of mail. 

49. A postage handling system, comprising: 

an identifying device, for identifying sender data from a piece of mail; 

a memory device containing a database, operationally connected to said processor, 
wherein said database contains data and targeted information; 

a processor for processing data, operationally connected to the identifying device 
and the memory device; and 

an applicator device for applying targeted information to the piece of mail upon 
instructions from the processor; 

wherein the processor is programmed to compare sender data identified from the 
piece of mail with data in the database, to instruct the applicator device to apply targeted 
information to the piece of mail when the sender data matches the data in the data base, 
and to update the data in the database with a result of the comparison of sender data with 
data in the database. 

50. The system according to claim 49, wherein said processor is fiirther 
programmed to calculate postage based on said sender data, and to instruct said applicator 
device to apply a postage indication to said piece of mail. 
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